
BEMIDJI CITY COUNCIL 
BEDA MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday, May 27, 2025 
City Hall 
317 4th Street NW 
BEDA Meeting will begin following the 
regular work session 
6:00 PM 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL 

2. BUSINESS 

 a) OTP Site Host Agreement 

 b) BEDA Authority 

3. CLOSED MEETING 
Consider Closed Meeting Pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 13D.05, Subd. 3(3) to 
develop or consider offers or counteroffers for the purchase or sale of real or personal property 
related to property located in the Plat of South Shore, Lot 1, Block 3. 

4. REOPEN MEETING 

5. ADJOURN 
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From: Richard Spiczka
To: Michelle Miller
Subject: FW: EV Charger at Sanford Center
Date: Thursday, May 22, 2025 11:18:53 AM
Attachments: image002.png

image011.png
image012.png
image013.png
image014.png
EV Site Host Agreement.docx
EV Site Host Agreement.pdf

Agreement for BEDA charger
 

From: Meech, Luke S. <lmeech@otpco.com> 
Sent: Monday, April 21, 2025 4:14 PM
To: Richard Spiczka <Richard.Spiczka@ci.bemidji.mn.us>
Subject: RE: EV Charger at Sanford Center
 

[EXTERNAL]

Rich,
                Attached are the updated agreement with the premise overview image included. If you have any questions or don’t see any major concerns. Please let me know and I can
pass along word to the installer to get penciled in on their schedule.
 
Thank You,
 

Luke Meech
Customer Technology Specialist
Retail Energy Solutions

218-739-8274

otpco.com

             
 
 
From: Meech, Luke S. 
Sent: Friday, April 18, 2025 1:56 PM
To: Bobby Anderson <banderson@thesanfordcenter.com>; Richard Spiczka <Richard.Spiczka@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Sam Anderson <Sam.Anderson@ci.bemidji.mn.us>
Cc: David Hansen <david.hansen@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Scott Schroeder <Scott.Schroeder@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Marcia Larson <marcia.larson@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Jamin Carlson
<Jamin.Carlson@ci.bemidji.mn.us>
Subject: RE: EV Charger at Sanford Center
 

Rich,
                Just for some further context. The image below highlights some current Otter Tail Power infrastructure in this area. The goal would be to splice into this line and stay in the
existing easement going along that west side of the island for all work and equipment.
 

 
Purple box would be the first area that we would look to keep equipment inside of before on-site review. I’ll travel up Monday (4/21) and get some more pictures to run past the
construction crew and get their feedback and then get the finalized image into the agreement for signatures. Please let me know if you have any questions and language concerns in
the agreement that we will need to work through.
 

 
Thank You,
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY 
AND LANDOWNER FOR THE INSTALLATION, OPERATION, 
AND MAINTENANCE OF CHARGING STATION FACILITIES 


 
This agreement, by and between,                                                                                         , 


(whether individually or collectively, hereafter “Landowner”), and Otter Tail Power Company, 
a Minnesota corporation, of 215 South Cascade Street, Fergus Falls, Minnesota, 56537, 
(hereafter “OTP”), for the Installation, Operation, and Maintenance of Charging Station 
Facilities, is made on     , 20 , (hereafter the “Agreement”). Collectively, 
Landowner and OTP are referred to hereafter as the “Parties.” 


 
Landowner, having sole authority to enter into this Agreement with OTP, and OTP 


seeking to enter into this Agreement for the installation and operation of an electric vehicle 
charging station(s) on Landowner’s property, enter this Agreement in accordance with the 
following provisions: 


 
DEFINITIONS 


 


1. Electric Vehicle: a motor vehicle that is able to be powered by an electric motor drawing 
current from rechargeable storage batteries, fuel cells, or other portable sources of 
electrical current, and meets or exceeds applicable regulations 49 CFR 571 and successor 
requirements. Electric vehicle includes neighborhood electric vehicles, medium-speed 
electric vehicles, and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. 


 
2. Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment: Equipment used for delivering energy 


to an electric vehicle.  
 
3. Electric Vehicle Service Connection: Traditional utility infrastructure to 


deliver power from the utility distribution system to the meter, which may 
include cable, conductors, conduit, transformer, and the meter. 


 
4. Electric Vehicle Supply Infrastructure: Infrastructure necessary to deliver 


power from the meter to the Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment, which may 
include an electric panel, cable, conduit, etc. 
 


5. Charging Station Facilities: The combination of Electric Vehicle Supply 
Equipment, Electric Vehicle Service Connection, and Electric Vehicle Supply 
Infrastructure, are referred to as the “Charging Station Facilities” unless 
otherwise qualified in this Agreement. 


 
6. Landowner: The undersigned person, entity, or authorized representative of the 


undersigned person or entity, who legally owns the Premise described in 
Exhibit A to this Agreement.  


 
7. Premise: The property described in Exhibit A to this Agreement owned or 


occupied by the Landowner where the Charging Station will be installed. 
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8. Installation Date: The date when the Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment is first 


put in service. 
 


9. Easement: The Easement is that certain document entitled “Easement for 
Charging Station” by and between Landowner and OTP, incorporated herein for 
reference. 


 
10. Charging Station Agreements: The Charging Station Agreements are this 


Agreement and the Easement. 
 


11. Easement Term: The Easement Term is the initial term of the Easement. 
 
 


12. Easement Area or Easement Locations: Used interchangeably herein, the 
“Easement Area” or “Easement Locations” will be the land legally described in 
Exhibit B of the Charging Station Agreements.  


 
 


RECITALS 
 


1. The purpose of this Agreement is to facilitate the land rights necessary for the Parties to 
provide Charging Station Facilities on the Premise described in this Agreement. 
 


2. The Parties acknowledge that the Charging Station Agreements do not create an 
affirmative duty for OTP to install Charging Station Facilities on the Premise, unless said 
duty arises from the terms and conditions stated in the Charging Station Agreements. 
 


3. Therefore, it is the intent of the Parties to execute the Charging Station Agreements to 
provide a mechanism for securing an easement in favor of OTP to install, operate, and 
maintain Charging Station Facilities on the Premise. 


 
TERMS 


 
1. Use of Premise. The Landowner agrees that OTP or third party selected by OTP may 


install and operate Charging Station Facilities on the Premises and that such use includes 
OTP’s sale or provision of electricity to Electric Vehicles operated by members of the 
public. Landowner shall maintain the Premise and Easement Area in good condition at 
the Landowner’s expense for the duration of the Easement Term. 
 


2. Condition of Premise. Landowner has examined and knows the condition of the Premise 
and agrees that it is suitable for OTP’s needs and is in good repair and condition. 
 


3. Term. This Agreement shall expire upon the expiration of the Easement or any extension 
thereof, or unless sooner terminated under the provisions of the Charging Station 
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Agreement. In addition, OTP reserves the right to terminate this Agreement without 
reason or cause. Termination of this Agreement shall also result in the termination of the 
Easement and the current owner of said Easement shall make appropriate filings with the 
county office in which the Easement Area is situated to effectuate said termination. The 
Landowner understands and agrees that no claim for lost profits or any other damages 
related to the removal of the Charging Station shall be brought against OTP to recover 
said damages. 
 


4. Term Length. The Agreement length is for a minimum of five-years. If either party 
wishes to discontinue the agreement at the completion of the five-year time period, they 
must notify respective parties within 60 days of agreement expiration. The agreement 
will continue to automatically renew for additional five-year term(s) if neither party 
notifies respective parties of wishes for discontinuation.  
 


5. Consideration. The consideration for the Easement and this Agreement is hereby 
acknowledged by Landowner. 
 


6. Easement Area. The Easement Area will be located in one, or more than one, of the 
locations legally described in Exhibit B attached to this Agreement. The Easement Area 
as described in Exhibit B may require surveying, site design, and documents to be drafted 
at a later time. Landowner acknowledges that by signing this agreement, surveying, and 
site construction for EVSE equipment can be completed while Easement area is drafted 
and will be signed by Landowner within six months of EVSE operation.  
 


7. Design and Selection. Any decisions regarding the selection, design, purchase, lease, 
assignment, use, and operation of the Charging Station Facilities or any part of the 
Charging Stations Facilities, and any contractor performing the work, shall be at the sole 
discretion of OTP, or its successors and assigns. 


 
8. Successors and Assigns. Landowner authorizes OTP to freely assign the Charging 


Station Agreements and any other rights OTP obtains from Landowner in and unto the 
Premise including any fixtures or improvements. In addition, OTP shall have the right to 
assign all or any portion of the Charging Station Agreements on either an exclusive or 
nonexclusive basis to one or more entities. The scope of the assignment shall be 
interpreted to be expansive and for purposes relating to the ongoing operation and 
maintenance of the Charging Station Facilities. Said scope of the assignment shall be 
within the reasonable discretion of OTP. Except as otherwise specifically provided 
herein, the Charging Station Agreements shall extend to and be binding upon the 
respective heirs, executors, administrators, successors and assigns of the Parties hereto. 
Any such assignee or tenant shall be liable to perform obligations under the Charging 
Station Agreements only for and during the period such assignee or tenant directly holds 
such interest or absolute title. Any assignment permitted hereunder shall release the 
assignor from obligations accruing after the date that liability is assumed by the assignee 
or tenant. The Charging Station Agreements shall burden the Premise and shall run with 
the land.  
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9. Landowner Transfers. Landowner shall have the right to transfer Landowner’s interest 
in all of the Premise to any person or entity provided there is a concurrent transfer 
and/or assignment and assumption of Landowner’s rights and obligations under the 
Charging Station Agreements. 
 


10. Landowner Obligation to Obtain Further Land Approvals. Landowner represents and 
warrants that if the Landowner does not own the Premise in fee, the Landowner shall 
obtain any required approvals from property owners, landlords, and/or corporate offices 
to install the Charging Station Facilities on the Premise and provide written evidence of 
such approvals to OTP upon request. 
 


11. Compliance with Government Entities. OTP will obtain all necessary approvals, 
permits, licenses, or other third-party authorizations for the installation and operation of 
the Charging Station Facilities and for any upgrades to the Charging Station Facilities. 
Any authorizations, on terms and conditions satisfactory to OTP in OTP’s sole discretion, 
are conditions precedent to OTP’s obligation to install and operate the EVSE or any 
Charging Station Facilities. If at any time, OTP is unable to obtain said authorizations, 
then OTP may cancel this Agreement, provided written notice is given to the Landowner 
as set forth in Section 21, and the Easement shall become null and void. Landowner 
agrees to remain in compliance with all federal, state, and local laws and codes, and to 
follow all applicable electric codes and standards necessary for the operation of the 
EVSE. 
 


12. Unfettered Access. Landowner has the legal authority to authorize unfettered access for 
ingress and egress to the EVSE. Further, Landowner agrees that the EVSE will be visible 
and accessible for use by its primary users (e.g., employees, residents, public, etc.) except 
for safety and/or maintenance purposes. The EVSE must always be publicly accessible. 
 


13. No Interference with Operation of EVSE. Landowner further agrees not to impede, 
inhibit, or place any obstructions within the Easement Area without the prior express 
written approval from Grantee, nor to perform any act which will interfere with or 
endanger the Charging Station Facilities.  Grantor hereby grants to Grantee the right to 
remove any obstructions that may interfere with the Charging Station Facilities within the 
reasonable discretion of OTP. Landowner further gives OTP the right to trim or remove 
any tall or leaning trees that are located adjacent to the Charging Station Facilities which 
may interfere with or otherwise endanger the Charging Station Facilities by falling 
thereon or by otherwise striking the Charging Station Facilities. Landowner reserves the 
right to cultivate, use and occupy the areas in and adjacent to the Charging Station 
Facilities in a manner that is not inconsistent with Grantee’s rights granted herein.   
 


14. Duty to Report and Allow Repairs and Maintenance. Landowner agrees to comply 
with OTP for the continued maintenance, or distribution system upgrades, for the 
Charging Station Facilities. Landowner will notify OTP of needed service repairs to the 
Charging Station if Landowner becomes aware of needed service repairs. Further, 
Landowner will notify OTP of any vandalism or user-caused damage to the Charging 
Station. For a period no longer than the Easement Term, or any extension thereof, 
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Landowner will provide OTP with access, and allow OTP to inspect the Charging Station 
Facilities. Except for the responsibilities of OTP described in the Charging Station 
Agreements, Landowner will rectify any issues that OTP identifies during that period. 
OTP will fund, install, and maintain any necessary distribution system upgrades at the 
discretion of OTP for the Charging Station Facilities on the Premise. 
 


15. EVSE Removal or Relocation. If Landowner wishes for removal of EVSE equipment 
and discontinuation of agreement or wishes to relocate EVSE equipment on premise and 
continue agreement OTP must be notified in both instances. OTP will conduct review and 
determine cost of removal or relocation that may be passed on to landowner.  
 


16. Property Taxes and Assessments. OTP is responsible for paying all tax liability 
imposed as a result of having the Charging Station Facilities on the Premise including 
real property taxes and assessments for public improvements levied on the Premise 
during the term of the Easement or while the Charging Station is otherwise in operation.  
For the avoidance of doubt, OTP’s responsibility for paying taxes under this Section 14 
shall be limited to that portion of taxes or assessments tax directly attributable to the 
value of the Charging Station Facilities on the Premise. 


 
17. Insurance. OTP shall, at its own cost and expense, maintain commercial general 


liability insurance, insuring against claims for bodily injury, death or property damage 
occurring in or about the Easement Area, with limits of at least one million dollars, for 
bodily injury and property damage. OTP may make claim on any policy of insurance 
that it shall carry with respect to fire or other casualty for inventory or equipment which 
OTP owns or leases on the Premise, and Landowner shall have no obligation to insure or 
indemnify OTP for loss or damage to property of OTP. 
 


18. Damage. If damage occurs to equipment on premise during lawn care, snow 
removal, or any human error. OTP may make a claim to recover cost of damages 
from damaging party. If property owner is not directly involved with damaging 
party, OTP will cover all cost associated with pursuing cost recovery. If OTP is 
unable to recover cost from damaging party and damage was not caused by 
premise owner or premise business. The premise owner or premise business is not 
responsible for covering cost. 
 


19. Indemnification. OTP agrees to indemnify and hold Landowner harmless against 
liability for physical damage to property and for physical injuries or death to 
Landowner, Landowner’s property or the public, to the extent caused by OTP’s 
construction, operation or removal of the Charging Station Facilities on the Premise, 
except to such extent damages, injuries or death are caused or contributed to by the 
negligence or willful misconduct of Landowner or Landowner’s tenant, invitees or 
permittees. The reference to property damage in the preceding sentence does not include 
any damages from improving the Easement Area, or any losses of rent, business 
opportunities, profits and the like that may result from Landowner’s loss of use of any 
portions of the Premise occupied by, or otherwise attributable to the installation of 
Charging Station Facilities pursuant to this Agreement. Landowner will defend, 
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indemnify and hold harmless OTP for, from and against liability for physical damage to 
property and for physical injuries of death to OTP or its tenants, invitees, contractors or 
the public, to the extent caused by the operations, activities, negligence or willful 
misconduct of Landowner or its invitees, permittees or tenants.  
 


20. Waiver of Subrogation. Landowner and OTP hereby release each other from and 
covenant that neither shall be liable to the other, the other's insurance carrier or carriers, 
or anyone claiming under or through the other for all liability for loss or damage 
whatsoever occasioned to property owned by said Parties, which is caused by, or might 
be incident to, or may be the result of, fire or any other casualty against loss for which 
either party is covered by fire, extended coverage or other insurance policies, to the 
extent of such coverage, regardless of the cause or origin of such loss or damage, 
specifically including the negligence of the other party, the other's agents, employees, 
invitees or guests; provided, however, that this waiver shall apply only when it will not 
exclude or reduce any benefits which would otherwise be payable under any policy of 
insurance. 
 


21. Destruction of Premise. If the Easement Area is damaged or destroyed by fire or other 
casualty so as to make the Easement Area untenable, and if notice of such damage or 
destruction is not given within 60 days of the date of such damage or destruction, either 
party may, upon the expiration of said 60-day period by notice to the other party, 
terminate this Lease as of the date of damage or destruction. 
 


22. Inconsistency between Documents. Resolution in Favor of this Agreement. In the 
event of any conflict or inconsistency between the provisions of the Easement, and the 
provisions of the Agreement, the Agreement shall control. Nothing in the Easement shall 
be deemed to amend, modify, change, alter, amplify, limit, interpret or supersede any 
provision of the Agreement or otherwise limit or expand the rights and obligations of the 
Parties under the Agreement. 


  
23. Subordination. (a) Past Encumbrances. As of the last dated signature of this 


Agreement, OTP's rights under this Agreement are, and shall always be, subordinate to 
the lien of any mortgage or mortgages recorded against the Premise, provided, however, 
so long as OTP is not in default under the terms of this Agreement, OTP may continue 
in possession of the Easement Area in accordance with the terms hereof. (b) Future 
Encumbrances. Grantor shall have the future right to mortgage, lease, or otherwise 
encumber the Premise only if such mortgage, lease or encumbrance is subordinate to the 
rights of the Grantee under the Charging Station Agreements. 
 


24. Notice. All notices (“Notice”) to a party pursuant to this Agreement must be in writing and 
shall be sent by United States Mail (first-class); personal delivery; or overnight courier 
services.  For purposes of giving notice hereunder, the addresses of the parties, until 
changed as hereinafter provided, are the following: 
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Grantor:      Grantee: 
 
       Otter Tail Power Company 
       115 South Cascade St. 
       Fergus Falls, MN 56537 
       Attn:  Land Rights Department 
 


Notices sent by certified mail shall be deemed given on the date of delivery or attempted 
delivery as shown on the return-receipt.  Notices sent by personal delivery or courier shall 
be deemed given on the date of delivery or refusal to accept delivery 
 


25. Surveys and other Information. Landowner agrees to participate in OTP surveys 
related to its experience with the Charging Station, Electric Vehicle drivers, etc. 
 


26. Privacy. Information collected by OTP regarding the Landowner or customer may be 
used internally by OTP and may be made available on an aggregated basis to government 
entities of the state where the Premise is located, and other third Parties as deemed 
appropriate by OTP but consistent with applicable data privacy rules. 


 
27. No Partnership, Joint Venture, or Fiduciary Relationship Created Hereby. Nothing 


contained in this Agreement shall be interpreted as creating a partnership, joint venture, 
or relationship of principal and agent between Landowner and OTP, it being understood 
that the sole relationship created hereby is one of contract. The Charging Station 
Agreements shall establish the rights and duties of the Parties contained therein.  


 
28. Cumulative Rights. No right or remedy herein conferred on or reserved to Landowner 


or OTP is intended to be exclusive of any other right or remedy provided by law, but 
each shall be cumulative in and in addition to every other right or remedy given herein 
or elsewhere or hereafter existing at law or in equity or by statute. 
 


29. Company Logos and Signs. Landowner agrees to allow OTP to incorporate company 
logos or other branding to the Easement Area for its Charging Station. The Landowner 
will not use OTP’s name or branding otherwise without express written authorization 
from OTP. It is also agreed that OTP may install and maintain upon the Easement Area 
suitable signs, and that the OTP shall have the right to remove all such signs installed at 
OTP’s expense from the Premise within sixty (60) days after the termination of the 
Agreement, provided that said removal be accomplished without damage to the Premise. 


 
30. Amendment. Modification, or Waiver. No amendment, modification, or waiver of any 


condition, provision, or term of this Agreement shall be valid or of any effect unless 
made in writing, signed by the party or Parties to be bound, or its duly authorized 
representative, and specifying with particularity the extent and nature of such 
amendment, modification, or waiver. Any waiver by any party of any default of another 
party shall not affect or impair any right arising from any subsequent default. 
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31. Accuracy of Information Provided. Landowner agrees to provide all required 
documents and represents and warrants that the information submitted by Landowner is 
true, complete, and accurate. 


 
32. Severable Provisions. Each provision, section, sentence, clause, phrase, and word of 


this Agreement is intended to be severable.  If any provision, section, sentence, clause, 
phrase, and word hereof is illegal or invalid for any reason whatsoever, such illegality or 
invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this Agreement. 


 
33. Entire Agreement. Except for the remainder of the Charging Station Agreements this 


Agreement and any Exhibits incorporated into this Agreement, contain the entire 
understanding of the Parties hereto with respect to the transactions contemplated hereby 
and supersedes all prior agreements and understandings between the Parties with respect 
to the subject matter.  No representations, warranties, undertakings, or promises, 
whether oral, implied, written, or otherwise, have been made by either party hereto to 
the other unless expressly stated in this Agreement or unless mutually agreed to in 
writing between the Parties, and neither party has relied on any verbal representations, 
agreements, or understandings not expressly set forth herein. 


 
34. Captions, Headings, or Titles. All captions, headings, or titles in the paragraphs or 


sections of this Agreement are inserted for convenience of reference only and shall not 
constitute a part of this Agreement as a limitation of the scope of the particular 
paragraphs or sections to which they apply. 


35. Minnesota Law. This Agreement shall be construed and enforced in accordance with 
the laws of the State of Minnesota. 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


[REMAINDER OF PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK.] 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has caused this instrument to be duly 
executed as of the    day of      , 20 . 
  
 
GRANTOR 
 
        
 
 
Date:   20  
  
 
 
OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY 
GRANTEE 
 
 
       
Jason Grenier 
Manager, Retail Energy Solutions 
 
Date:   20  
  
 
 
       
Stuart Tommerdahl 
Manager Regulatory and Retail Energy Solutions 
 


Date:   20  
 


 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


Form Revised 9/2018  
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY AND LANDOWNER FOR THE INSTALLATION, 
OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE OF CHARGING STATION FACILITIES 


 
 
 


EXHIBIT A 
 


THE PREMISE 
 


 
 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY AND LANDOWNER FOR THE INSTALLATION, 
OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE OF CHARGING STATION FACILITIES 
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EXHIBIT B 
 


EASEMENT AREA OR EASEMENT LOCATIONS: 
 


NO NEW EASEMENT REQUIRED: EXISTING EASEMENT 10 FEET ON EACH SIDE OF THE 
CURRENT DISTRIBUTION CIRCUIT. 


 
 


 
 


AGREEMENT BETWEEN OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY AND LANDOWNER FOR THE INSTALLATION, 
OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE OF CHARGING STATION FACILITIES 


 


 
 





		GRANTOR





Luke Meech
Customer Technology Specialist
Retail Energy Solutions

218-739-8274

otpco.com

             
 
 
From: Bobby Anderson <banderson@thesanfordcenter.com> 
Sent: Thursday, April 17, 2025 2:29 PM
To: Richard Spiczka <Richard.Spiczka@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Sam Anderson <Sam.Anderson@ci.bemidji.mn.us>
Cc: Meech, Luke S. <lmeech@otpco.com>; David Hansen <david.hansen@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Scott Schroeder <Scott.Schroeder@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Marcia Larson
<marcia.larson@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Jamin Carlson <Jamin.Carlson@ci.bemidji.mn.us>
Subject: RE: EV Charger at Sanford Center
 

***This is an EXTERNAL email. DO NOT open attachments or click links in suspicious email.***

We are happy with the location of it
 
Bobby Anderson
General Manager – Why Not Bemidji!
 
My work day may look different than your work day. Please do not feel obligated to respond outside your normal working hours.

The Sanford Center
1111 Event Center Drive NE
Bemidji, MN 56601
Direct: 218.441.4005
Cell: 651.808.5339
Email: banderson@thesanfordcenter.com
www.thesanfordcenter.com
 

Don’t miss out on The Sanford Center’s upcoming events:  
COCOMELON SING-A-LONG LIVE: BUY TICKETS
2025 NORTHERN MINNESOTA'S WOMEN'S EXPO: MAY 10TH
BABE'S BURNOUT CAR SHOW: JULY 12TH

 

 
From: Richard Spiczka <Richard.Spiczka@ci.bemidji.mn.us> 
Sent: Thursday, April 17, 2025 12:36 PM
To: Sam Anderson <Sam.Anderson@ci.bemidji.mn.us>
Cc: Meech, Luke S. <lmeech@otpco.com>; David Hansen <david.hansen@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Scott Schroeder <Scott.Schroeder@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Marcia Larson
<marcia.larson@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Bobby Anderson <banderson@thesanfordcenter.com>; Jamin Carlson <Jamin.Carlson@ci.bemidji.mn.us>
Subject: RE: EV Charger at Sanford Center
 
CAUTION: EXTERNAL EMAIL - CONFIRM SOURCE

 

Thanks Sam.  Just to be clear, I assume any concerns any City staff has have been vetted, answered or will be answered and we are comfortable with it? 
 
Thanks
 
 
Rich Spiczka
City Manager
City of Bemidji
317 4th St NW
Bemidji, MN 56601
(218)-759-3565 (O)
(218)-766-8332 (C)
richard.spiczka@ci.bemidji.mn.us

 
 

From: Sam Anderson <Sam.Anderson@ci.bemidji.mn.us> 
Sent: Thursday, April 17, 2025 12:13 PM
To: Richard Spiczka <Richard.Spiczka@ci.bemidji.mn.us>
Cc: Meech, Luke S. <lmeech@otpco.com>; David Hansen <david.hansen@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Scott Schroeder <Scott.Schroeder@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Marcia Larson
<marcia.larson@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Bobby Anderson <banderson@thesanfordcenter.com>; Jamin Carlson <Jamin.Carlson@ci.bemidji.mn.us>
Subject: RE: EV Charger at Sanford Center
 

Hey Rich,
 
After some discussion today, it sounds like converting up to 5 existing parking stalls in the “red” box below would be the best option for everyone for a potential EV
charging station.  3 total charging spots.
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Luke is going to provide a site plan drawing to check our boxes, but any agreement/approvals stuff we’d funnel through you either as the City or BEDA rep.
 
If I’m missing anything from anyone, just chime in.
 

 
Thanks,
 
Sam Anderson, P.E.   | City Engineer/Director of Public Works  |   City of Bemidji
218-333-1851    |  sam.anderson@ci.bemidji.mn.us
 
From: Richard Spiczka <Richard.Spiczka@ci.bemidji.mn.us> 
Sent: Monday, April 14, 2025 9:23 AM
To: Sam Anderson <Sam.Anderson@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; David Hansen <david.hansen@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Marcia Larson <marcia.larson@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Scott Schroeder
<Scott.Schroeder@ci.bemidji.mn.us>; Bobby Anderson <banderson@thesanfordcenter.com>
Cc: Meech, Luke S. <lmeech@otpco.com>
Subject: EV Charger at Sanford Center
 
Good day all.  I know we have an intertwined oversight of the grounds over at the Sanford Center.  Otter Tail Power would like to add an EV charger over there…. See email below.  Can you guys
coordinate who should be involved and set up some times to look over options out there?
 
Luke Meech, their contact is copied on this email.
 
Thanks
 

 
I have availability on the following dates.
4/16 Wednesday – 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
4/17 Thursday – 8:00 am – 2:00 pm
 
Station Details:
Qty 2 - Direct Current Fast Chargers – ABB 180 kW , 200 amp output (CHAdeMO/CCS , CCS/CCS)
Qty 1 - Level 2 – BTC 16.8 kW single port (J1772)
 
Thank You,

Luke Meech
Customer Technology Specialist
Retail Energy Solutions

218-739-8274

otpco.com
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY 
AND LANDOWNER FOR THE INSTALLATION, OPERATION, 
AND MAINTENANCE OF CHARGING STATION FACILITIES 

 
This agreement, by and between,                                                                                         , 

(whether individually or collectively, hereafter “Landowner”), and Otter Tail Power Company, 
a Minnesota corporation, of 215 South Cascade Street, Fergus Falls, Minnesota, 56537, 
(hereafter “OTP”), for the Installation, Operation, and Maintenance of Charging Station 
Facilities, is made on     , 20 , (hereafter the “Agreement”). Collectively, 
Landowner and OTP are referred to hereafter as the “Parties.” 

 
Landowner, having sole authority to enter into this Agreement with OTP, and OTP 

seeking to enter into this Agreement for the installation and operation of an electric vehicle 
charging station(s) on Landowner’s property, enter this Agreement in accordance with the 
following provisions: 

 
DEFINITIONS 

 

1. Electric Vehicle: a motor vehicle that is able to be powered by an electric motor drawing 
current from rechargeable storage batteries, fuel cells, or other portable sources of 
electrical current, and meets or exceeds applicable regulations 49 CFR 571 and successor 
requirements. Electric vehicle includes neighborhood electric vehicles, medium-speed 
electric vehicles, and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles. 

 
2. Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment: Equipment used for delivering energy 

to an electric vehicle.  
 
3. Electric Vehicle Service Connection: Traditional utility infrastructure to 

deliver power from the utility distribution system to the meter, which may 
include cable, conductors, conduit, transformer, and the meter. 

 
4. Electric Vehicle Supply Infrastructure: Infrastructure necessary to deliver 

power from the meter to the Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment, which may 
include an electric panel, cable, conduit, etc. 
 

5. Charging Station Facilities: The combination of Electric Vehicle Supply 
Equipment, Electric Vehicle Service Connection, and Electric Vehicle Supply 
Infrastructure, are referred to as the “Charging Station Facilities” unless 
otherwise qualified in this Agreement. 

 
6. Landowner: The undersigned person, entity, or authorized representative of the 

undersigned person or entity, who legally owns the Premise described in 
Exhibit A to this Agreement.  

 
7. Premise: The property described in Exhibit A to this Agreement owned or 

occupied by the Landowner where the Charging Station will be installed. 

Page 5 of 67



Page 2 of 11 
 

 
8. Installation Date: The date when the Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment is first 

put in service. 
 

9. Easement: The Easement is that certain document entitled “Easement for 
Charging Station” by and between Landowner and OTP, incorporated herein for 
reference. 

 
10. Charging Station Agreements: The Charging Station Agreements are this 

Agreement and the Easement. 
 

11. Easement Term: The Easement Term is the initial term of the Easement. 
 
 

12. Easement Area or Easement Locations: Used interchangeably herein, the 
“Easement Area” or “Easement Locations” will be the land legally described in 
Exhibit B of the Charging Station Agreements.  

 
 

RECITALS 
 

1. The purpose of this Agreement is to facilitate the land rights necessary for the Parties to 
provide Charging Station Facilities on the Premise described in this Agreement. 
 

2. The Parties acknowledge that the Charging Station Agreements do not create an 
affirmative duty for OTP to install Charging Station Facilities on the Premise, unless said 
duty arises from the terms and conditions stated in the Charging Station Agreements. 
 

3. Therefore, it is the intent of the Parties to execute the Charging Station Agreements to 
provide a mechanism for securing an easement in favor of OTP to install, operate, and 
maintain Charging Station Facilities on the Premise. 

 
TERMS 

 
1. Use of Premise. The Landowner agrees that OTP or third party selected by OTP may 

install and operate Charging Station Facilities on the Premises and that such use includes 
OTP’s sale or provision of electricity to Electric Vehicles operated by members of the 
public. Landowner shall maintain the Premise and Easement Area in good condition at 
the Landowner’s expense for the duration of the Easement Term. 
 

2. Condition of Premise. Landowner has examined and knows the condition of the Premise 
and agrees that it is suitable for OTP’s needs and is in good repair and condition. 
 

3. Term. This Agreement shall expire upon the expiration of the Easement or any extension 
thereof, or unless sooner terminated under the provisions of the Charging Station 
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Agreement. In addition, OTP reserves the right to terminate this Agreement without 
reason or cause. Termination of this Agreement shall also result in the termination of the 
Easement and the current owner of said Easement shall make appropriate filings with the 
county office in which the Easement Area is situated to effectuate said termination. The 
Landowner understands and agrees that no claim for lost profits or any other damages 
related to the removal of the Charging Station shall be brought against OTP to recover 
said damages. 
 

4. Term Length. The Agreement length is for a minimum of five-years. If either party 
wishes to discontinue the agreement at the completion of the five-year time period, they 
must notify respective parties within 60 days of agreement expiration. The agreement 
will continue to automatically renew for additional five-year term(s) if neither party 
notifies respective parties of wishes for discontinuation.  
 

5. Consideration. The consideration for the Easement and this Agreement is hereby 
acknowledged by Landowner. 
 

6. Easement Area. The Easement Area will be located in one, or more than one, of the 
locations legally described in Exhibit B attached to this Agreement. The Easement Area 
as described in Exhibit B may require surveying, site design, and documents to be drafted 
at a later time. Landowner acknowledges that by signing this agreement, surveying, and 
site construction for EVSE equipment can be completed while Easement area is drafted 
and will be signed by Landowner within six months of EVSE operation.  
 

7. Design and Selection. Any decisions regarding the selection, design, purchase, lease, 
assignment, use, and operation of the Charging Station Facilities or any part of the 
Charging Stations Facilities, and any contractor performing the work, shall be at the sole 
discretion of OTP, or its successors and assigns. 

 
8. Successors and Assigns. Landowner authorizes OTP to freely assign the Charging 

Station Agreements and any other rights OTP obtains from Landowner in and unto the 
Premise including any fixtures or improvements. In addition, OTP shall have the right to 
assign all or any portion of the Charging Station Agreements on either an exclusive or 
nonexclusive basis to one or more entities. The scope of the assignment shall be 
interpreted to be expansive and for purposes relating to the ongoing operation and 
maintenance of the Charging Station Facilities. Said scope of the assignment shall be 
within the reasonable discretion of OTP. Except as otherwise specifically provided 
herein, the Charging Station Agreements shall extend to and be binding upon the 
respective heirs, executors, administrators, successors and assigns of the Parties hereto. 
Any such assignee or tenant shall be liable to perform obligations under the Charging 
Station Agreements only for and during the period such assignee or tenant directly holds 
such interest or absolute title. Any assignment permitted hereunder shall release the 
assignor from obligations accruing after the date that liability is assumed by the assignee 
or tenant. The Charging Station Agreements shall burden the Premise and shall run with 
the land.  
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9. Landowner Transfers. Landowner shall have the right to transfer Landowner’s interest 
in all of the Premise to any person or entity provided there is a concurrent transfer 
and/or assignment and assumption of Landowner’s rights and obligations under the 
Charging Station Agreements. 
 

10. Landowner Obligation to Obtain Further Land Approvals. Landowner represents and 
warrants that if the Landowner does not own the Premise in fee, the Landowner shall 
obtain any required approvals from property owners, landlords, and/or corporate offices 
to install the Charging Station Facilities on the Premise and provide written evidence of 
such approvals to OTP upon request. 
 

11. Compliance with Government Entities. OTP will obtain all necessary approvals, 
permits, licenses, or other third-party authorizations for the installation and operation of 
the Charging Station Facilities and for any upgrades to the Charging Station Facilities. 
Any authorizations, on terms and conditions satisfactory to OTP in OTP’s sole discretion, 
are conditions precedent to OTP’s obligation to install and operate the EVSE or any 
Charging Station Facilities. If at any time, OTP is unable to obtain said authorizations, 
then OTP may cancel this Agreement, provided written notice is given to the Landowner 
as set forth in Section 21, and the Easement shall become null and void. Landowner 
agrees to remain in compliance with all federal, state, and local laws and codes, and to 
follow all applicable electric codes and standards necessary for the operation of the 
EVSE. 
 

12. Unfettered Access. Landowner has the legal authority to authorize unfettered access for 
ingress and egress to the EVSE. Further, Landowner agrees that the EVSE will be visible 
and accessible for use by its primary users (e.g., employees, residents, public, etc.) except 
for safety and/or maintenance purposes. The EVSE must always be publicly accessible. 
 

13. No Interference with Operation of EVSE. Landowner further agrees not to impede, 
inhibit, or place any obstructions within the Easement Area without the prior express 
written approval from Grantee, nor to perform any act which will interfere with or 
endanger the Charging Station Facilities.  Grantor hereby grants to Grantee the right to 
remove any obstructions that may interfere with the Charging Station Facilities within the 
reasonable discretion of OTP. Landowner further gives OTP the right to trim or remove 
any tall or leaning trees that are located adjacent to the Charging Station Facilities which 
may interfere with or otherwise endanger the Charging Station Facilities by falling 
thereon or by otherwise striking the Charging Station Facilities. Landowner reserves the 
right to cultivate, use and occupy the areas in and adjacent to the Charging Station 
Facilities in a manner that is not inconsistent with Grantee’s rights granted herein.   
 

14. Duty to Report and Allow Repairs and Maintenance. Landowner agrees to comply 
with OTP for the continued maintenance, or distribution system upgrades, for the 
Charging Station Facilities. Landowner will notify OTP of needed service repairs to the 
Charging Station if Landowner becomes aware of needed service repairs. Further, 
Landowner will notify OTP of any vandalism or user-caused damage to the Charging 
Station. For a period no longer than the Easement Term, or any extension thereof, 
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Landowner will provide OTP with access, and allow OTP to inspect the Charging Station 
Facilities. Except for the responsibilities of OTP described in the Charging Station 
Agreements, Landowner will rectify any issues that OTP identifies during that period. 
OTP will fund, install, and maintain any necessary distribution system upgrades at the 
discretion of OTP for the Charging Station Facilities on the Premise. 
 

15. EVSE Removal or Relocation. If Landowner wishes for removal of EVSE equipment 
and discontinuation of agreement or wishes to relocate EVSE equipment on premise and 
continue agreement OTP must be notified in both instances. OTP will conduct review and 
determine cost of removal or relocation that may be passed on to landowner.  
 

16. Property Taxes and Assessments. OTP is responsible for paying all tax liability 
imposed as a result of having the Charging Station Facilities on the Premise including 
real property taxes and assessments for public improvements levied on the Premise 
during the term of the Easement or while the Charging Station is otherwise in operation.  
For the avoidance of doubt, OTP’s responsibility for paying taxes under this Section 14 
shall be limited to that portion of taxes or assessments tax directly attributable to the 
value of the Charging Station Facilities on the Premise. 

 
17. Insurance. OTP shall, at its own cost and expense, maintain commercial general 

liability insurance, insuring against claims for bodily injury, death or property damage 
occurring in or about the Easement Area, with limits of at least one million dollars, for 
bodily injury and property damage. OTP may make claim on any policy of insurance 
that it shall carry with respect to fire or other casualty for inventory or equipment which 
OTP owns or leases on the Premise, and Landowner shall have no obligation to insure or 
indemnify OTP for loss or damage to property of OTP. 
 

18. Damage. If damage occurs to equipment on premise during lawn care, snow 
removal, or any human error. OTP may make a claim to recover cost of damages 
from damaging party. If property owner is not directly involved with damaging 
party, OTP will cover all cost associated with pursuing cost recovery. If OTP is 
unable to recover cost from damaging party and damage was not caused by 
premise owner or premise business. The premise owner or premise business is not 
responsible for covering cost. 
 

19. Indemnification. OTP agrees to indemnify and hold Landowner harmless against 
liability for physical damage to property and for physical injuries or death to 
Landowner, Landowner’s property or the public, to the extent caused by OTP’s 
construction, operation or removal of the Charging Station Facilities on the Premise, 
except to such extent damages, injuries or death are caused or contributed to by the 
negligence or willful misconduct of Landowner or Landowner’s tenant, invitees or 
permittees. The reference to property damage in the preceding sentence does not include 
any damages from improving the Easement Area, or any losses of rent, business 
opportunities, profits and the like that may result from Landowner’s loss of use of any 
portions of the Premise occupied by, or otherwise attributable to the installation of 
Charging Station Facilities pursuant to this Agreement. Landowner will defend, 
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indemnify and hold harmless OTP for, from and against liability for physical damage to 
property and for physical injuries of death to OTP or its tenants, invitees, contractors or 
the public, to the extent caused by the operations, activities, negligence or willful 
misconduct of Landowner or its invitees, permittees or tenants.  
 

20. Waiver of Subrogation. Landowner and OTP hereby release each other from and 
covenant that neither shall be liable to the other, the other's insurance carrier or carriers, 
or anyone claiming under or through the other for all liability for loss or damage 
whatsoever occasioned to property owned by said Parties, which is caused by, or might 
be incident to, or may be the result of, fire or any other casualty against loss for which 
either party is covered by fire, extended coverage or other insurance policies, to the 
extent of such coverage, regardless of the cause or origin of such loss or damage, 
specifically including the negligence of the other party, the other's agents, employees, 
invitees or guests; provided, however, that this waiver shall apply only when it will not 
exclude or reduce any benefits which would otherwise be payable under any policy of 
insurance. 
 

21. Destruction of Premise. If the Easement Area is damaged or destroyed by fire or other 
casualty so as to make the Easement Area untenable, and if notice of such damage or 
destruction is not given within 60 days of the date of such damage or destruction, either 
party may, upon the expiration of said 60-day period by notice to the other party, 
terminate this Lease as of the date of damage or destruction. 
 

22. Inconsistency between Documents. Resolution in Favor of this Agreement. In the 
event of any conflict or inconsistency between the provisions of the Easement, and the 
provisions of the Agreement, the Agreement shall control. Nothing in the Easement shall 
be deemed to amend, modify, change, alter, amplify, limit, interpret or supersede any 
provision of the Agreement or otherwise limit or expand the rights and obligations of the 
Parties under the Agreement. 

  
23. Subordination. (a) Past Encumbrances. As of the last dated signature of this 

Agreement, OTP's rights under this Agreement are, and shall always be, subordinate to 
the lien of any mortgage or mortgages recorded against the Premise, provided, however, 
so long as OTP is not in default under the terms of this Agreement, OTP may continue 
in possession of the Easement Area in accordance with the terms hereof. (b) Future 
Encumbrances. Grantor shall have the future right to mortgage, lease, or otherwise 
encumber the Premise only if such mortgage, lease or encumbrance is subordinate to the 
rights of the Grantee under the Charging Station Agreements. 
 

24. Notice. All notices (“Notice”) to a party pursuant to this Agreement must be in writing and 
shall be sent by United States Mail (first-class); personal delivery; or overnight courier 
services.  For purposes of giving notice hereunder, the addresses of the parties, until 
changed as hereinafter provided, are the following: 
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Grantor:      Grantee: 
 
       Otter Tail Power Company 
       115 South Cascade St. 
       Fergus Falls, MN 56537 
       Attn:  Land Rights Department 
 

Notices sent by certified mail shall be deemed given on the date of delivery or attempted 
delivery as shown on the return-receipt.  Notices sent by personal delivery or courier shall 
be deemed given on the date of delivery or refusal to accept delivery 
 

25. Surveys and other Information. Landowner agrees to participate in OTP surveys 
related to its experience with the Charging Station, Electric Vehicle drivers, etc. 
 

26. Privacy. Information collected by OTP regarding the Landowner or customer may be 
used internally by OTP and may be made available on an aggregated basis to government 
entities of the state where the Premise is located, and other third Parties as deemed 
appropriate by OTP but consistent with applicable data privacy rules. 

 
27. No Partnership, Joint Venture, or Fiduciary Relationship Created Hereby. Nothing 

contained in this Agreement shall be interpreted as creating a partnership, joint venture, 
or relationship of principal and agent between Landowner and OTP, it being understood 
that the sole relationship created hereby is one of contract. The Charging Station 
Agreements shall establish the rights and duties of the Parties contained therein.  

 
28. Cumulative Rights. No right or remedy herein conferred on or reserved to Landowner 

or OTP is intended to be exclusive of any other right or remedy provided by law, but 
each shall be cumulative in and in addition to every other right or remedy given herein 
or elsewhere or hereafter existing at law or in equity or by statute. 
 

29. Company Logos and Signs. Landowner agrees to allow OTP to incorporate company 
logos or other branding to the Easement Area for its Charging Station. The Landowner 
will not use OTP’s name or branding otherwise without express written authorization 
from OTP. It is also agreed that OTP may install and maintain upon the Easement Area 
suitable signs, and that the OTP shall have the right to remove all such signs installed at 
OTP’s expense from the Premise within sixty (60) days after the termination of the 
Agreement, provided that said removal be accomplished without damage to the Premise. 

 
30. Amendment. Modification, or Waiver. No amendment, modification, or waiver of any 

condition, provision, or term of this Agreement shall be valid or of any effect unless 
made in writing, signed by the party or Parties to be bound, or its duly authorized 
representative, and specifying with particularity the extent and nature of such 
amendment, modification, or waiver. Any waiver by any party of any default of another 
party shall not affect or impair any right arising from any subsequent default. 
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31. Accuracy of Information Provided. Landowner agrees to provide all required 
documents and represents and warrants that the information submitted by Landowner is 
true, complete, and accurate. 

 
32. Severable Provisions. Each provision, section, sentence, clause, phrase, and word of 

this Agreement is intended to be severable.  If any provision, section, sentence, clause, 
phrase, and word hereof is illegal or invalid for any reason whatsoever, such illegality or 
invalidity shall not affect the validity of the remainder of this Agreement. 

 
33. Entire Agreement. Except for the remainder of the Charging Station Agreements this 

Agreement and any Exhibits incorporated into this Agreement, contain the entire 
understanding of the Parties hereto with respect to the transactions contemplated hereby 
and supersedes all prior agreements and understandings between the Parties with respect 
to the subject matter.  No representations, warranties, undertakings, or promises, 
whether oral, implied, written, or otherwise, have been made by either party hereto to 
the other unless expressly stated in this Agreement or unless mutually agreed to in 
writing between the Parties, and neither party has relied on any verbal representations, 
agreements, or understandings not expressly set forth herein. 

 
34. Captions, Headings, or Titles. All captions, headings, or titles in the paragraphs or 

sections of this Agreement are inserted for convenience of reference only and shall not 
constitute a part of this Agreement as a limitation of the scope of the particular 
paragraphs or sections to which they apply. 

35. Minnesota Law. This Agreement shall be construed and enforced in accordance with 
the laws of the State of Minnesota. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[REMAINDER OF PAGE LEFT INTENTIONALLY BLANK.] 
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 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has caused this instrument to be duly 
executed as of the    day of      , 20 . 
  
 
GRANTOR 
 
        
 
 
Date:   20  
  
 
 
OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY 
GRANTEE 
 
 
       
Jason Grenier 
Manager, Retail Energy Solutions 
 
Date:   20  
  
 
 
       
Stuart Tommerdahl 
Manager Regulatory and Retail Energy Solutions 
 

Date:   20  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Form Revised 9/2018  
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY AND LANDOWNER FOR THE INSTALLATION, 
OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE OF CHARGING STATION FACILITIES 

 
 
 

EXHIBIT A 
 

THE PREMISE 
 

 
 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY AND LANDOWNER FOR THE INSTALLATION, 
OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE OF CHARGING STATION FACILITIES 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

EASEMENT AREA OR EASEMENT LOCATIONS: 
 

NO NEW EASEMENT REQUIRED: EXISTING EASEMENT 10 FEET ON EACH SIDE OF THE 
CURRENT DISTRIBUTION CIRCUIT. 

 
 

 
 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN OTTER TAIL POWER COMPANY AND LANDOWNER FOR THE INSTALLATION, 
OPERATION, AND MAINTENANCE OF CHARGING STATION FACILITIES 
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BEMIDJI ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
 

Special Meeting Agenda 
Monday, February 10, 2020 

 
 
 

City Hall 
5:30 P.M. 

 
 
 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
 
2. BEDA STATUS AND AUTHORITY 
 
 
3. REVOLVING LOAN FUND USE 
 
 
4. 2021 LEVY AUTHORITY/DISCUSSION 
 
 
5. HOUSING DATA ANALYSIS AND REVIEW  
 
 
6. BUSINESS RETENTION AND EXPANSION SURVEY 
 
 
7. ADJOURN 
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WORKSESSION AGENDA ITEM 

Meeting Date: February 10, 2020 

Action Requested: Review of BEDA Issues 

Prepared By: Steve Jones, Community Development Director 

Reviewed By: Nate Mathews, City Manager 

Discussion: Bemidji Economic Development Authority Discussion Items: 
1) SEDA Status and Authority
2) Revolving Loan Fund Use
3) 2021 Levy Authority/Discussion
4) Housing Data Analysis and Review
5) Business Retention & Expansion Survey 

Finance: SEDA has taxing (and borrowing) authority as well as access to a Revolving 
Loan Fund. 

Recommendation: Discussion 

Attached: Staff Generated Information to Aid Discussion: 

1) SEDA Review and Recommendations
2) "Draft" Data Analysis and Housing Review (Pending Studies)
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BEMIDJI ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, February 10, 2020 
 
 
Pursuant to due call and notice, a special meeting of the Bemidji Economic Development 
Authority (BEDA) of the City of Bemidji, Beltrami County, Minnesota, was held on 
Monday, February 10, 2020, at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, President 
Albrecht presiding.   
 
Upon roll call, the following Commissioners were declared present:  Albrecht, 
Meehlhause, Johnson, Rivera, Erickson, Thompson.  Absent: None. 
 
Staff Present: Nate Mathews, Alan Felix, Ron Eischens, Steven Jones, Michelle Miller 
 
BEDA STATUS AND AUTHORITY, REVOLVING LOAN FUND USE, 2021 LEVY 
AUTHORITY/DISCUSSION, HOUSING DATA ANALYSIS AND REVIEW, BUSINESS 
RETENTION AND EXPANSION SURVEY 
 
Jones provided history on the City’s Bemidji Economic Development Authority (EDA) 
and the potential uses of an EDA.  Jones also provided information on the city’s ability to 
levy taxes for economic development authority.  The estimated taxing authority for 
Bemidji is approximately $158,000.  He provided examples of cities of similar size that 
use EDA and/or taxing authority and how they use those dollars in their cities.  Staff and 
members discussed possible uses of the revolving loan fund and EDA dollars for 
projects and loan programs. 
 
Jones presented the City of Bemidji Data Analysis and Housing Review that was 
compiled by his department with the assistance from Greater Bemidji Joint Powers 
Board Staff and Volunteer Reviewers.  The report will be continue to be updated when 
new information is available.  The report outlines possible strategies to help reach 
housing goals in the community.   
 
ADJOURN 
There being no further business, motion by Meehlhause, seconded by Rivera, to adjourn 
the meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Michelle R. Miller 
B.E.D.A. Secretary 
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