
BEMIDJI HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

Tuesday, March 18, 2025 
City Hall Conference Room 
 
3:30 PM 

  
1. Call to Order  

2. Welcome Guests  

3. Approve Agenda  

4. Approve Minutes  
 a. February 18, 2025 Minutes 

5. Old Business  
 a. Pumping Station 1909 

 b. City Website/Facebook Update 

 c. 100 Year Old Buildings 

6. New Business  
 a. City Manager to Contact SHPO 

 b. Member Sign up to Preservation Email Lists 

 c. Review 100 Year Old Building Application (NWMF) 

7. Next Meeting  
 a. April 15, 2025 at 3:30 p.m.  

8. ADJOURN 
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HERITAGE PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
CITY OF BEMIDJI 

Meeting Minutes –FEBRUARY 18, 2025
 

Present: Lois J. Jenkins, Andy Mack, Linda Lemmer, Chris Bell, Jay Tody.
Staff: Michelle Miller
Joan Dreyer was excused. Josh Peterson, City Council Representative was excused.

 
Call to Order 
Lemmer called the meeting to order at 3:30 P.M.  (time not announced)
 
Approval of Agenda  
Motion by Lois Jenkins, seconded by Chris Bell to approve the agenda. Motion carried.                                                  
 
Approval of Minutes 
Minutes were amended removing the line “Beltrami County Courthouse did not put the National 
Historic Register in 2009.” Motion to approve and amended by Jay Tody, s (Mack),  Motion 
carried.  
 
Election of Officers 
Motion by Bell to nominate Linda Lemmer as Chair. No other nominations. 
Motion to accept an unaminous ballot.m/s/ Motion carried. 
 
Motion by  to nominate Chris Bell as Vice Chair. No other nominations. Motion by Mack, 
seconded by unknown for unanimous ballot. Motion carried.  
 
Motion by Linda Lemmer to nominate Jenkins for secretary. m/s/c 
Motion by Mack, seconded by Tody to close the nominations. 
Jenkins motions for a unanimous vote that officers for 2025 are elected by unaminous vote. 
Motion carried.  
 
CHAIR: Linda Lemmer 
VICE CHAIR: Chris Bell
SECRETARY:Lois J Jenkins
 
Pumping Station 1909 
The Pumping Station 1909 progress will be presented to Council. Two contractors have been 
asked to clarify if they can recreate the exact block, or are they planning to subsitute a different 
kind of block. Mark Jacobson responded that he can recreate the block.  Alex Beaulieu, Con’s 
Masonry, is looking into finding a mold to make block on site. Both contractors have requested 
making a second bid to reflect the block making requirement.
  
FaceBook / City Website Update 
Clarification: Jay Tody has access to FaceBook as an admin. Michelle Miller also is 
administrator. 
Lois Jenkins submits information to Jay Tody for posting to Facebook.
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100 – Year – Old Homes 
Still seeking invoice from Kevin Johnson, My Bemidji for design fees.

Motion to accept the cover sheet that goes with the application for certification of 100 
year old Buildings forms. Much discussion prior to motion being approved. m(Mack)/ s(Bell)/c.
 
 New Bemidji Hotel Mural 
Bemidji Arts Council has not agreed to allow the arts grant for $1,000 to be shared with the 
BHPC for the mural restoration painting. More collaboration and planning is needed. Grants 
cannot be given to individual property owners
Mr. Mose Painting and Kenny Whalen are possible painters. Also Scott Jorgenson gave an 
estimate of $5,000 or $6,000.  Bob Busch, owner should be invited to present before the 
committee. Motion to table this discussion to the April 2025 meeting. M(bell)/S(tody)/c

Local business merchandise (Skeeter Stitch)
Discussion about the organization date of village/ city of Bemidji being printed on shirts that say 
“BEMIDJI 1888”. This date is listed as the original founding date in Wikipedia. Bemidji official 
founding date is 1896. Bemidji first post office postmaster was 1896. Error was listed in 
Wikipedia.
Who has authorization to present change to wikipedia. Skeeter Stitch owner, Mr Rich Blomberg 
said that no one would notice the discrepancy. Lemmer asked any committee member with 
authorization to change Wikipedia to contact them to make the change. No motion was made.

New Business 
Lemmer will be presenting before the Bemidji City Council on March 3, 2025. Lemmer will 
present a summary of what the commission has worked on in the past year. SHPO membership 
request will be presented. Ask City Council to consider hosting MNPreserve conference in 2027.
 
Next Meeting 
March 18, 2025 at 3:30 p.m. in City Hall conference room.
 
Adjournment 
M (Mack)/s (Bell) to adjourn meeting at 4:20 p.m. (recording stopped at 50 minutes, 15 seconds) 
Motion carried.  
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